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to consider that the visitor industry wages generally for Maui County are about 75 to 
80 percent of the average wage which means important social implications for the 
County. It's important as part of our economic diversification strategy. 

When looking at forecasting for housing and visitor units there are a lot of overlaps that 
make it very tricky. In addition to projecting population jobs, the socio-economic 
forecast projects the number of housing and visitor units that may be needed. Forecasting 
housing units and visitor units is difficult because of problems with some of the data and 
counting and categorizing the units as well as market forces. 

Some of the data problems we've encountered include defining visitor accommodations, 
the definition of visitor accommodations is different. We have a number of different 
ways of, of accounting for visitor-accommodation units. The methods of counting 
housing units differ and units often shift between resident use and visitor use. A 
condominium apartment might be a long-term rental this year and next year it might have 
shifted into a short-term use. There are many residential dwelling units that are being 
used for transient vacation rentals. As the diagram suggests the visitor accommodation 
market and the housing market are interconnected. The forecast adds a third category, 
non-resident housing. This is defined as dwelling units having out-of-state owners which 
are kept as second homes or unregistered vacation rentals. 

In terms of the overall visitor units, this slide displays the total increase for Maui island is 
generally low relative to the projected increase in visitors. The total existing count is 
based on the DBEDT, Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism 
Visitor Plant Inventory. For 2000, it was 17,500 units and it's projected to increase over 
30 years to about 8,200 units, that's a 48 percent increase. So demand for travel to Maui 
is still strong and projected to continue to be strong. As the chart shows, all the growth is 
in the Lahaina and Kihei Community Plan areas. 

We've seen changes in household size from 1970. Maui's household size continues to 
decline as depicted in this chart. Household size can have significant impacts on the type 
and number of dwelling units required by Maui residents. So it's important that we 
consider household size, change in household structure as we plan particularly in the 
island Plans and the community plans for providing different types of dwelling units. In 
terms of resident housing demand, resident housing demand is projected to increase from 
roughly 48,000 units in 2005 to nearly 74,000 units in 2030, an increase of roughly 
54 percent. 

Demand by off-island buyers is having a profound impact on the island's housing market 
as represented by this chart. 2004 more than one half of total sales in West Maui were to 
off-island buyers. And nearly 50 percent of sales in South Maui were to off-shore 
market. The off-shore market is depicted by the orange color, and local market is the 
blue. And it varies significantly from community plan to community plan region. 
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A major decision that will confront Maui County policy makers is how to account for and 
mitigate the impact the off-shore market on Maui County residents. This graph depicts 
total housing demand over the projection period. And this breaks it out by community 
plan region again with the strongest growth in Wailuku, Kahului, and South, South Maui 
where we have existing projects that are entitled and being constructed. 

Housing affordability continues to be a major issue, I haven't updated this to 2005, but I 
don't think the numbers, the numbers went up and they're flattening out a little bit 
recently. But I think the point is that the red bar defines what would be affordable to a 
household making the median income. And this is what we're actually faced with in 
terms of a single-family dwelling. So we have a huge disparity between what residents 
can afford and what product is on the market. Thank you very much. 

CHAIR BAlSA: Thank you very much, Mr. Summers. The Chair is going to call a recess until 
a quarter of eleven. .., (gavel) . .. 

RECESS: 10:37 a.m. 

RECONVENE: 10:48 a.m. 

CHAIR BAlSA: .. , (gavel) . .. The meeting of the Planning Committee will come back to order. 
I'd like to thank the Planning Department very much for that presentation. It was very 
enlightening and full of very good information. And now I'd like to open it to the 
Members for any questions for Mr. Hunt or for Mr. Summers. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Questions. 

CHAIR BAlSA: Member Hokama. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Madam Chair, thank you. Just so that the Committee can be 
clear in this update meeting today. Mr. Hunt, what has been the Department's approach 
to the driving force of population as it recommends and puts forth ideas to our various 
GPACs? 

MR. HUNT: I believe and, John, correct me if I'm wrong. But I believe it's the, the forecast of 
population from the DBEDT. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: And if I can ask the simplest follow-up of why are we using 
their forecast? Is that the Planning Department's desire to, for us to hit over 200,000 
people by the projected time? Is that to our interest? 

MR. HUNT: I think our approach is to try and come forth with some statistical information, 
which then the County can use to create the policy. We're not advocating that the 
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population grow that far, we're just stating that based on the statistical analysis that we 
have, it could. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Okay. So if we choose to take a different path then 
everything else would be adjusted accordingly? What you share with us this morning? 

MR. HUNT: I agree with that. Yes. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Okay. I don't know how you want to approach this, I want to 
be fair to my fellow Committee Members, Chair. 

CHAIR BAlSA: Mr. Hokama, if you'd like to continue, that'll be fine. We'll stop you when we 
think that we need to give somebody else a chance. Go right ahead. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Okay. Thank you. One thing I find interesting in, in either 
the trend or the forecast that I had hoped the Department would challenge our Committee 
Members is whether or not this, this lines you show, your projections is what, where we 
want to go. And not offer them or propose to them some alternatives. Why is the visitor 
count growing when already in the current policy of the existing General Plan if there's a 
general statement that we should not. .. (end a/tape, start 2B) . . .in your charts you show 
more rooms, more growth and continue to make the visitor industry more unbearable by 
maintaining or expanding its dominate position in our economy. I'm having a hard time 
understanding what you're showing to us, what we know is to be existing policy and 
definitely where I don't want to head. 

MR. HUNT: And the Planning Department shares your concern. Again, I don't want to be 
viewed as advocating for that type of growth in visitor accommodations. I think that's 
one of the points of that PowerPoint presentation is the, the community needs to 
determine how do we want to respond to that. And I, there's some people who would 
advocate the Planning Department should come out with a policy or position early on, 
and I think we're taking a more objective approach and listening to the GPACs and 
listening to the citizens. And we're saying here, here's the objective facts, let's all get 
together and decide what we want the future to be, it doesn't have to be this. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Okay. I appreciate your response, Mr. Hunt. As what you 
have presented to this Committee and I'm assuming this has been shared with members 
of the Advisory Committees on all islands? The general information? 

MR. HUNT: I'll defer to John Summers on this. 

CHAIR BAlSA: Mr. Summers. 

MR. SUMMERS: Thank you, Madam Chair. Yes. The reports have been distributed to the 
GPACs. 
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COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Okay. Currently you are aware of any challenges or conflicts 
with the existing State plan and their function of plans as it regards to the work that 
you've presented to those Committee Members? And whether or not it's going to be a 
challenge between the County and the State eventually if it goes forward as, as planned or 
proposed? 

MR. SUMMERS: I don't, I don't see any conflicts, in fact the State would generally encourage 
the counties to plan with their projections because State agencies use those projections. 
So I don't see any, any conflict in, in terms of our using the projections for technical 
reasons. But, and there is no legal requirement for the County however to, through this 
planning process use the projections. So, in other words, it's good technical information, 
gives us a picture of what would happen perhaps if current trends continue into the future. 
But it is not required by State law that the counties use these projections or develop their 
plans based on these projections. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Can you this morning share with this Committee what is the 
basis of the, the State's projections? Such as, I would assume, they continue to wish the 
burden of population growth of the State to be on the neighbor island counties. So I can 
understand some of their projections or their chart, rather forecast in general. So are 
there driving forces that we should be made aware of? 

MR. SUMMERS: I, I'm not aware of any political forces at work in Honolulu in terms of trying 
to direct growth to the neighbor islands. But I do know that when the State looked at 
their models they completely restructured their model to make it a bottom-up forecast. It 
used to be done from the top and then disaggregated. They actually built the forecast 
around each county, which I think methodology-wise is a much improved process. But 
when they did their historical analysis and used the latest census data, they did see, what 
they're seeing is stronger growth in Maui County, particularly on Maui island. But 
historically the growth rate of 1.4 percent annual resident projections and resident 
population growth is not rapid from a historical perspective. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Well, I would say then, Mr. Summers, you know since the 
County made those hard decisions decades ago, Councils before us and we have been 
successful. I think we need to look at this information you've provided us and start 
making that re-directional adjustments, because I for one do not appreciate that the 
number of local-born people continue to decrease. Who are we planning this County for, 
our people? So if that's, the answer is not yes to that, we doing something wrong. We 
gotta adjust our economy and we need to adjust our policies. It's disturbing to me also 
that I can hear comments about this process when there's enough of us that have been 
around from the original General Plan in the 60s' development, 70's going through the 
updates of the 80s and then eventually acted upon in the 90s and then now we're in the 
next phase. 
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This is a County that has matured and has participated in planning processes for decades. 
And so when I hear certain comments about the planning process, either they haven't 
been around long enough in this County or they haven't been paying attention. And I 
think we need to use our people with this institutional history to help us redirect this 
energy and this direction that this County needs to go through this new update. I would 
hope the Department would assist each Committee, island's Committee to know that 
even though the Director gave a proposal there may be other routes to reach that same 
goal. And I think you need to express those options to them so that we can understand 
how then each component fits with one another in the bigger picture of the County's 
needs versus each community or island's needs. 

And just one small comment, Chair. As a local government, we should be able to spell 
our own cities correctly. Thank you, Chair. 

CHAIR BAlSA: Thank you very much. Mr. Chair, makes references to a misspelling of 
Pukalani. And I'm sure that was a housekeeping thing. Other Members? Questions? 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Yeah. 

CHAIR BAlSA: Member Molina. 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Thank you, Madam Chair. I guess for Mr. Summers. In your 
presentation you mentioned the issue of, I guess, curbing the off-shore demand for 
housing. Can you offer us any insight or recommendations as to how we can, first of all, 
how was that such a major problem and what would you offer to us as a Council, a 
Committee to look at, you know, reducing that problem? Which I can only assume 
'causes an increase in the, whatever available inventory of housing that's there. which of 
course hurts our citizens who have been raised here, the opportunity for staying here, 
permanently. 

MR. SUMMERS: Thank you, Madam Chair. At the local level one area that we might want to 
explore is the type of housing product and the location of that product, where we make it 
available. And the type of product we make available. Certain products and certain 
locations lend themselves to the off-shore market. Whereas other products in other 
locations lend themselves more to local market. 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: So would you suggest some type of disincentive, I guess, to 
build a so-called million dollar homes? I mean I'm just kind of trying to put this in a 
simplistic view. I mean, I guess the realities are a lot of rich folks buy that second home, 
the million-dollar home here in Maui County and then inadvertently causes a disservice 
to people of a very humble means the opportunity to buy a house. So is that sort of the, if 
I dare ask right now, the direction the Planning Department is sort of maybe looking at or 
generating a discussion on that -- to discourage off-shore speculation? 
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MR. SUMMERS: The land use piece of it is that's one approach. Another approach in terms of 
disincentives should, could be looking at the property tax structure and making the 
property tax structure more progressive. We've heard numerous comments from all three 
GP ACs about the need to do that. 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Thank you. Thank you, Madam Chair. 

CHAIR BAlSA: Member Medeiros. 

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Mahalo, Chair. For the Department. We heard lots of 
suggestions during testimony about how we can increase our informing the public about 
the meetings and the process and so forth. And the meetings that are now being held, I 
understand, are all evening meetings, is that correct? 

MR. HUNT: There's occasional Saturday meetings --

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Okay. 

MR. HUNT: --most of them are evening meetings. 

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: And I did want, ask one testifier and he did respond, that 
was Mr. Mayer about moving meetings to other districts and apparently that's not being 
planned. 

MR. HUNT: I think we can consider that, it's not on the agenda right now but we're not against 
that. We can, we can implement that. 

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: My concern is that a lot of times we don't hear from the 
silent majority and looking at the graphs that you presented and one that my colleague, 
Chair Hokama brought up about how our population and homeowners are increasing 
from people that were not originally from the islands. And that brings a concern to me 
that maybe we're not hearing from that silent majority. And I know, I want to know how 
we can encourage more of our local people to participate in this process and to be heard? 
And certainly there were good recommendations made where they can't attend the 
meeting but at least they can send in input. Whether it's bye-mail or by letters or by 
going to the website and, and looking. 

So, I, I appreciate, you know, the efforts on the Planning Department as far as making the 
process more open and more user-friendly to the majority of the people. And I was 
wondering if, one of my concerns is when you have a meeting and I'm, and you know, 
judging from the meeting that I attended there's quite a bit that goes on at a meeting like 
that especially when you have 25 members. Do you ever make a summary of the results 
of a meeting available to the public? 
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MR. HUNT: We have minutes available but their verbatim minutes, it would be tedious for most 
of the public. Once we get some rewritten policies drafted by Staff those will go back to 
the GP ACs and that would be a good way for the public to, to take a review of the 
progress or the recommendations. 

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Okay. And, and so are, you're required to have an agenda 
posted for the meeting? 

MR. HUNT: Yes. 

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Okay. And so is that agenda become part of your 
informing the community about the meeting coming up? Is that put in the paper and 
other means of how you publicize the meeting? 

MR. HUNT: Yes. 

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Okay. 

MR. HUNT: We can, we can take that, we can take it to the next step, also. I want to be sure 
you understand we're open to the, the ideas that we've heard about expanding the notice 
to the, to the public. We're okay with that. We have to look at our budget and that kind 
of thing but . . . 

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Yeah. I think that would be a good step forward for the 
County. And especially the idea of attaching a small notice to the water bills. You know, 
somehow if you can work it out with the Water Department where it doesn't cost you 
anything except printing that out and attaching to it that would be a great help. Are all 
the GPAC meetings televised on Akaku? 

MR. HUNT: I believe they have been. 

MR. SUMMERS: The majority of them recently have been televised. 

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Okay. I would encourage you to televise all of them if 
that's within your budget. Because a lot of people get their information from those 
televised meetings. Judging from what constituents say when they call our office is that a 
lot of them are watching Council meetings now and Committee meetings because it's 
televised. So I would encourage you to be sure that wherever possible that the meetings 
be televised for those that cannot attend or don't get The Maui News. That would be a 
great service to the community. 

Thank you, Chair. I think that's all I have for now until I scan through my notes some 
more. Oh. Let me add one more thing. Please, if I may? 
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CHAIR BAISA: Sure. Go ahead. 

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Explain to me in your slide that said role of Countywide 
policy plan and it says over-arching policy plan. Explain to me what is "over-arching"? 
What does that mean? 

MR. HUNT: That would, I'd look at it as two things. One is it means that it applies to both, 
pardon me, all three of the major islands Lanai, Molokai, as well as Maui. So it's a 
policy that would apply to all three of the islands. "Over-arching" also means that in 
terms of the specificity it's vague and broad, and then as you go down the different 
documents, each document gets more specific in terms of the wording of the language 
and in location. 

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Okay. Thank you for the explanation. And finally, you had 
a slide, projected visitor unit demand. Included in that projection are B&Bs and TVRs 
included in there? 

MR. HUNT: I'll have to defer to Mr. Summers. 

CHAIR BAISA: Mr. Summers. 

MR. SUMMER: Thank you, Madam, Madam Chair. That is basically a, a picture of demand. 
In other words, the demand by visitors for Maui island vacations. And then translating 
that demand into accommodations units. Whether it's B&Bs, TVRs, or standard hotels. 

COUNCILMEMBERMEDEIROS: Okay. Thank you. Thank you, Madam Chair. 

CHAIR BAISA: Thank you, Member Medeiros. I have a few comments myself. First of all, I 
would like to make sure that everyone understands that the demographics that were 
presented in the socio-economic forecast are just that, they are demographics, they are 
forecasts that are based on accepted methods of forecasting trends. However that doesn't 
mean that we as a County have to buy into that, we have the right during this planning 
process to change those trends by saying nuff [sic] already in some areas. And we might 
look at that in maybe housing demands or visitor counts or whatever it is that we want to 
do. This is why we're going through a planning process because we want to look at our 
history, we want to see what is going on and what will go on unless we put the best effort 
forward in this planning process. 

And this is why I personally am so invested in this General Plan because I think it is 
within our power to determine our destiny. This doesn't have to be a self-fulfilling 
prophecy that somebody said we're going to have all these people here and all these 
houses and all these roads and God knows what else going on. We can say, we don't 
want that, we see a different future for Maui County, because we want a different Maui 
for our children and grandchildren to live in. And this is why we're spending this time 
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and I make it a pnonty that we are involved in planning. This is the Planning 
Committee, this is our job and I want us to spend the time and have the information we 
need in making good decisions. 

I just wanted to comment that I saw something that I thought was very, very important 
and that was the increase in our senior population that is scheduled. It was a very 
outstanding statistics. Our greatest population growth is going to happen in those of us 
that are 65 years and older by 2030. And I really believe that this is a train wreck that is 
on it's way and that we are not ready for it. And I would like to see us spend a lot more 
energy in this community planning to care for our seniors. I'm going to be one of them 
so I have a vested interest, and many of us in this room today are all going to be there 
with me. So I'm concerned about this very, very much. 

Another statistic that I saw and caught my interest was the size of households. That is 
diminishing and I think that's another very important statistic as we begin to look at 
planning housing accommodations. If our families are smaller maybe we can have 
greater density and smaller units and take care of some of our housing needs. So, I think, 
I personally gained a lot from looking at these statistics. I spent a great deal of time the 
last few weeks reviewing this socio-economic information, and it has given me some 
very good thoughts about some of the problems, some of the things to watch out for as 
we go through this plan. 

And so I'm sure that our Planning Department is also very aware of it and I'm very 
honored today to have so many of the GP AC members here with us today. I noticed that 
the Chair of the GPAC, Mr. Tom Cannon has joined us and he's in the audience, thank 
you for coming. We have the vice-chair and we've had a number of the Members and I 
know that they too have listened and are paying attention as we move forward with this 
plan as to how we can control our destiny here in Maui County. So, are there any further 
questions? Mr. Hokama. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Thank you for bringing up that point regarding the, I guess, 
average household sizes. And again, when you say three-plus per household I guess that 
could go up to like 10 people in a house, 12 people in a house. Because we all could give 
you examples of multiple families in a house because of economic situations, cultural 
practices, whatever it be that makes our County makeup be special. But I wanted to ask 
you gentlemen this morning, how have you been approaching to share this to the 
Advisory Committee Members? Whether or not there are certain points of basic 
discussion that can help them during their discussions, their debates on which options 
would be the better ones to pursue and which to discard? And I would ask if your 
Department has helped provide those issues, whether it be will this County support a 
living wage, where it is hoped that a person can take care of his family having one good 
job. Or a family with two fulltime earners, two fulltime jobs can take care of their family 
needs, they having a living wage, they can spend the time we all want them to give their 
families. 
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Because the County has become a surrogate parent because of situations, so we help with 
the transportation of our youth, we provide youth centers, we provide programs, and it's 
because we have people that need multiple jobs to satisfy the term "living", not even a 
living, but just to, to live, to survive. So is that the things that we, we talk about and that 
things that we maybe, we would like to make a philosophical adjustment? And that this 
County, we support the diversification in our County that helps expand ability of our 
people to have living wages. Any comments, gentlemen? 

CHAIR BAISA: Mr. Hunt. 

MR. HUNT: Yes. Mr. Hokama, we have been working with the GPACs on a number of these 
issues. They, they were provided with the socio-economic information and our draft 
County Policy Plan did have and it does have a number of policies that were directed at 
those concerns from those statistics. For an example, our housing policy, the draft one 
that we provided to them, one of the first objectives is address the existing housing deficit 
for the resident population and all income ranges as a priority before allowing additional 
luxury housing. 

So it's not like we haven't been oblivious to those concerns in the slides. We have set 
out some basic policies that the GP AC has then noted today has, has been addressing at 
length. And they're very aware of the situation and I don't think it's being ignored by 
any means. All of those statistical slides that frankly as planners we, we had concerns 
with them too. We try and remain objective and take policy from the Council rather than 
dictate it to you. So we're not ignoring those, those issues. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: And I just bring that up because I hope the Advisory 
Committee members can find the threads that combine the points of your major policy 
list which is the physical infrastructure, your education component, our environment 
component, transportation component. And I bring this up because again it may not be 
popular but we need to address how we're going to deal with population growth. 

You know, in the 70s the State talked about palaka power -- an ability to control its 
destiny and control its population. Of course we had a lot of legal minds then told us we 
couldn't do this, we couldn't do that. And my era is, we didn't try, you know, we 
followed, we took a step back and said yeah, I guess we can try and manage instead of 
trying to control it. But maybe the right thing to do in 1970 was to have challenged that 
and try and control it better. Then we might not be in certain situations today. 

But my point is with, if we have a sense of how we're going to address population I think 
we can make better judgments how we want to address water development, how we want 
to tie in some other components. Because they're still, this conflict that I see at the 
Planning Commissions that comes before this, this body, the Council is that people still 
want urban, a rural lifestyle and to talk about quality of life, the old days. You know, and 
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I can remember the old days too. And that's great but yet in the next breath they come 
and ask us for urban services that a major, dense urban core is the type that provides this 
'cause you have, I guess, what we would say the critical mass to make it economically 
viable. 

CHAIR BAlSA: Mr. Hokama, I'm sorry, but I am going to have to excuse our Planning 
Director. I understand he has a very important appointment that he needs to keep and 
we'll continue with Mr. Summers if that's okay. Thank you very much for, for being 
here today and for an excellent presentation. 

MR. HUNT: Thank you. And we are listening to you, Mr. Hokama. Believe me. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Thank you, Mr. Hunt. 

CHAIR BAlSA: Okay. Mr. Summers, any comments on Chair Hokama' s remarks? 

MR. SUMMERS: The Department shares those concerns. 

CHAIR BAlSA: Thank you very much. Mr. Hokama, any additional --

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: I would just ... 

CHAIR BAlSA: --comments, questions? 

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: I would just ask, Chair, that it may make sense because we 
had a successful participation through the Focus Maui Nui process. 'Cause that really 
went down to people's kitchens, people's living rooms. Six, six neighbors, ten in the 
block or something that maybe that's, should be considered as another way of getting 
information back to our regional community level and hopefully that might be able to 
encourage feedback through that type of informal, comfortable process, Chair. 

CHAIR BAlSA: It might ... 

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: To get the information that the Advisory Committee is 
soliciting that we would use to help improve our decision-making. I just ask that, that 
would be a consideration. Thank you. 

CHAIR BAlSA: I think that's an excellent idea and I'm very happy to know that the Director of 
the Maui Economic Development Board, Jeanne Scog is a member of the Advisory 
Committee and she attends all the meetings. But maybe we might want to consider 
working with her in helping to get the feedback, back and forth. Thank you. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Thank you. 
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CHAIR BAISA: Other Members? Questions? Mr. Medeiros. 

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Mahalo, Madam Chair. I just wanted to ask the Department 
and I'm, you have 25 members on the Maui GP AC and you have members representing 
different districts. And because all the meetings are held in Central Maui at Kaunoa 
Senior Center is there any compensation for travel for Members like coming out of East 
Maui, out of Hana, or Lahaina? 

MR. SUMMERS: Thank you, Madam Chair. We are processing mileage reimbursements for 
our members that come from these areas to help compensate for this cost. 

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: So how far out would they be compensated, I mean, would, 
would all Members be compensated per the miles it takes to get to the meeting and 
home? 

MR. SUMMERS: All, all, it's my understanding that all of the members have the opportunity to 
submit mileage reimbursements. 

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Okay. I share the same concerns as my colleague, 
Chair Hokama in the population projections. And I want you to understand that I too 
would like to see policies that either slow our population growth, because we certainly 
haven't been able to keep up with our current population growth as far as infrastructure 
and housing and all of that. 

So hopefully the concerns that we express here this morning will be translated through 
your Department through the, through the GP ACs. And that, you know, our concerns are 
expressed to them. But I thank you for the presentation that you gave us, it's a lot of 
information that we can digest and, and make, you know, better decisions with. But, it 
was an excellent presentation, I thank the Department especially the Long Range 
Planning Division for putting this together. Thank you. Mahalo, Chair. 

CHAIR BAISA: Thank you. Member Molina. 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Yeah. Thank you, Madam Chair. And I too would like to 
express my appreciation to the Planning Department for the presentation. For better or 
for worse I think the statistical data was very helpful and in some ... (end of tape, 
start 3A). . . My question just for clarification was on one of your slides, which indicated 
the visitor industry wages for Maui County and states that these wages are about 
75-to-80 percent of the average wage. Well, what is the average wage? I know you 
have, there's a statistic here that says total, all occupations and I presume of the visitor 
industry, $27,980. So what is the average wage? I mean, how far below is it? I guess it 
says 80 percent. I mean on Maui $27,980 a year is not much to live on and it's, and I 
presume these numbers were based on, I guess, full-time positions? 
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CHAIR BAISA: Mr. Summers. 

MR. SUMMERS: Thank you, Madam Chair. That information is in the report, it'll take me a 
little time to dig, dig for it. But these wages are based on jobs and the average wage for 
these jobs. As all the Members know we have a number of people working more than 
one job. 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: And I just, finally found that number here. So it's $30,000 is 
the presumed average wage based on the Department of Labor and Industrial Relations. 
But, you know, with so much, I guess, or so little amount of money being paid to our 
citizens I think that's why local government has had to step in and subsidize a lot of 
social programs to help our citizens, as Member Hokama had alluded to earlier. So, you 
know, I too am concerned about what type of industries we're going to look at supporting 
over the long term to provide a real decent living wages for our citizens. 

Because, boy, this is not much to go on here in Maui County and I know there's certain 
forces we cannot control in terms of the market. But it's not very promising, you know, I 
mean with everything being relative the cost of living is going to continue to escalate and 
Maui County has one of the highest cost of living in the nation. So anyway, just wanted 
to again say my thank yous to the Department. Thank you, Madam Chair. 

CHAIR BAISA: Thank you, Member Molina. And I think that what we are hearing and what 
we are discussing is the reason why this exercise that people tend to think is an exercise 
is so important. This is really the meat and potatoes of the ability of the Council to make 
good decisions for Maui County. If we want to see better wages for our people, what do 
we need to do? What kind of industry do we need to encourage? What kind of education 
do we need to pursue and vocational opportunities? You know, what kind of housing 
will allow people to have money so that they can have a better life. I understand the 
majority ofMaui's people are spending over 50 percent of their take-home pay on paying 
the rent, which leaves them with very little money for everything else. You know, we 
can't afford to send our children to the better schools or to give them the best 
opportunities when we can barely keep a roof over their head. 

And so I think that this is really important information and it will assist us, as we go 
through the planning process, to try to make good decisions, so we can improve the 
quality of life of our local residents. I, that's where I'm at, that's the only reason why 
I'm, I decided to be a Member of the, I wanted to be a Member of the County Council 
because I wanted to make life for people better. And this is an opportunity and this is 
why I am pleading with our local residents, I'm pleading with everybody to get involved 
in the general planning process. If you need information about where the meetings are 
held, when the meetings are held, you don't take the local paper, you don't hear it on the 
radio. Please feel free to call the County and ask when is the meeting, where is it and 
how can I participate? The only way that this will be worthwhile is if everybody speaks 
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up. It cannot be left to the Planning Department, it cannot be left to the GP AC or to the 
County CounciL It has to be all of us getting involved. 

Are there any further questions for the Planning Department? If not, I would like to 
thank them very, very much for a very good presentation today. 1'd like to thank the 
Staff for helping and I would like to thank the public, all of you who came today to 
support this. And without objections I would like to defer this matter. We will be 
discussing it again and presenting further progress reports as we go. 

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS (excused: 11). 

CHAIR BAlSA: Thank you very much. 

ACTION: DEFER pending further discussion. 

CHAIR BAlSA: Today's Planning Committee meeting is adjourned .... (gavel) . .. 

ADJOURN: 11:28 a.m. 

APPROVED: 

S C. BAlSA, Chair 
Planning Committee 

pc:min:070313 Transcribed by: Daniel Schoenbeck 
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